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Overview of RI State Assessment Policies
ÅRIDE conducted a separate session covering policies and procedures applicable to 

all assessments in the RI State Assessment Program. 

ÅAs such, only brief or NGSA-specific references will be made in this presentation to 
the topics covered in that session: 
ÅAssessments by grade and content area
ÅStudent participation requirements and general student registration procedures
ÅCoronavirus considerations for the 2020-21 administration
ÅTest scheduling requirements and practices, and options/considerations applicable to the 

unique situation this year
ÅRoles and responsibilities of district and school test coordinators, technology coordinators, test 

administrators, and proctors
ÅTraining requirements (general) for all personnel involved in testing
ÅTest security requirements (including testing irregularity reporting) and monitoring visits
ÅGeneral information about accommodations and accessibility features

ÅAs always ςreview the test coordinator manual and test administrator manual for 
specific information pertaining to this state assessment.
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Coronavirus and the RI State Assessment Program
ÅAssessment dates and policies may shift to accommodate changes in response 

to COVID-19.
ÅRIDE will notify test coordinators of any changes or updatesthat impact any 

part of the state assessment system.
ÅTest Coordinators may need to adjust some test administration protocols in 

accordance with health and safety protocols released by RIDE. 
ÅtƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ wL59Ωǎ /h±L5-19 page for guidance (www.ride.ri.gov/COVID-19). 
ÅPlease contact the Assessment Team with any questions.

ÅPlease plan to administer all state assessments in-person in the school building. 
There are no remote options for these assessments.
ÅFor accountability purposes, students who do not take the state assessments expected for 

their grade level will be considered non-participants unless they have a RIDE-approved 
medical exemption (see the RISAP TC Handbook posted at www.ride.ri.gov/TC). 
ÅCurrently, the U.S. Department of Educationhas notindicated or announced any changes 

to the current regulations,requirements, or calculations to accountability or state 
assessments, so we are operating under our current system.
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Overview of the RI NGSA
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What is the NGSA?
ÅThe Rhode Island Next Generation Science Assessment (NGSA) is a high-quality assessment that 

fulfills federal requirements for assessing science at the elementary, middle, and high school 
levels (grades 5, 8, and 11)

ÅNGSA assesses ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜȄǘ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ όbD{{ύΣ 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ 
information, and solve complex problems

ÅScience & Engineering Practices (SEP)were designed to set forth the knowledge and skills required for 
students to succeed in jobs and opportunities in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

ÅDisciplinary core ideas (DCI)are the fundamental ideas that are necessary for understanding a particular 
science discipline

ÅCrosscutting concepts (CCC)are the concepts connect across different disciplines or situations that 
students can use to connect new learning to prior experience

ÅRhode Island and Vermont partnered to develop this assessment, built with items developed by 
ten states
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NGSA Test Configuration
ÅDǊŀŘŜǎ рΣ уΣ ŀƴŘ мм ǘŜǎǘǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bD{{ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ 

grade band (3-5, 6-8, and high school)

ÅStudents at each grade will be presented 6 item clusters and 12 stand-alone items
ÅItem clustersinclude a stimulus and a series of questions that generally take students about 6-12 minutes to 

complete
ÅStand-alone items are shorter and generally take 1-3 minutes to complete

ÅAll items ask students to use science and engineering practices and apply their understanding 
of disciplinary core ideas and crosscutting concepts to make sense out of real-world 
phenomena

ÅTest configuration for spring 2021 administration
Å4 segments will create 2 distinct sessions of equal length that will appear as separate tests in the Test 

Administrator Interface.
ÅContent for each session will cover the three domains (Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, Earth/Space Sciences).
ÅVariety of item types including simulations and animations.
ÅSegments, and the items within each segment, are assigned randomly.
ÅOn average, students will receive 8 standalones and 4 clusters per session; some may be field test items.

7



The Structure of the Clusters
ÅEach cluster begins with a phenomenon, which anchors the entire 

cluster. The interactions within the cluster all address the 
phenomenon.

ÅEach cluster engages the student in a grade-appropriate, meaningful 
scientific activity aligned to a specific standard.

ÅA cluster task statement comes at the end of the stimulus and an 
overview of the point of the cluster.

ÅEach interaction in the cluster alignsto at least two of the three 
dimensions (SEP, DCI, CCC) and if possible all three.
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The Structure of the Clusters

Performance 

Expectation

DCI CCC Cluster

Stimulus

Interaction 1

Part A, B, etc.

Interaction 2

Part A, B, etc.

Interaction 3

Part A, B, etc.

Interaction 4

Part A, B, etc.

SEP

DCI

CCC

DCI

SEP

DCI

SEP

DCI

CCC

Task Demand 1

Task Demand 2

Task Demands 

3 & 4

Task Demands

2 & 4

SEP
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The Structure of the Clusters
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Stand Alone Items

ÅAllowmorePEs to beassessed on a test

ÅAre2 or 3 dimensional

ÅCanhave multipleparts

ÅComputer Scored
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Stand Alone Items
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Item and Cluster Specifications

ÅItem and cluster specifications are documents that are designed to 
guide the work of item writers and reviewers.

ÅThese specifications are intended to serve as a roadmap for writers to 
properly align items to the three-dimensions that comprise each 
Performance Expectation.

ÅCan also be used for developinglocal assessments

ÅFind themonwL59Ωǎ bD{! ǿŜōǇŀƎŜΥ www.ride.ri.gov/NGSA
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How will understanding theTest Item Specifications 
supportscience instructionandassessment?
ÅDistricts andschoolsshould ensureteachersare trainedin understanding and developing three-dimensional 

NGSS assessments.

ÅEach gradelevel3-11, should havecommonbenchmark assessments thatpromote theapplication of content 
and practices rather than memorization of facts.

ÅTeachers can use the NGSA state assessment test designspecs when developing local formative and 
summative assessments:

ÅApplication of expectations for each PE

ÅContent limits

ÅEssentialvocabulary

ÅPossible phenomena andtask demands

ÅUseas a backward designfor their instruction

ÅCreateongoingformative and summativeembedded assessments

ÅAdditionally,teachers and students should use theonline practice tests and become fluent with thetechnical 
skills required for the computer-based assessment(posted at www.ride.ri.gov/NGSA). 
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bŜȄǘ {ǘŜǇǎΧ

Schedule a leadership meeting with the Science & Technology 
Specialist andbegin yourNGSA results analysis and science 
improvement planning.Contact: erin.escher@ride.ri.gov
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Tasks to Complete Before Testing
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Tasks to Complete BeforeTesting

ÇPlan your testing schedule

ÇReview students registered for this assessment 

Ç!ǎǎƛƎƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ

ÇAssemble and train your team

ÇPrepare technology to be used for testing

ÇPrepare testing materials

ÇStudents and teachers use practice tests to get familiar with platform

ÇFinal set-up and preparation
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Student Participation and Registration



Plan Your Testing Schedule
ÅState assessment window: April 26 ςJune 4, 2021

ÅDistricts/schools choose when to administer the test within that overall 
window

ÅRI NGSA is comprised of two separate sessions: Session 1 should be 
administered before Session 2

ÅStudents should be provided a minimum of 60 minutes for each session 
to complete the items
ÅThe test is untimed. This is a minimum recommendation for testing time.

ÅStudents may continue testing beyond the testing time as long as they are 
working productively.

ÅTest Coordinators should plan 10 additional minutes for logistics (e.g., log in 
students, read test directions to students).
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Student Participation
ÅAll RI public school students in grades 5, 8, and 11 (including students 

in outplaced/out-of-state schools) must take both sessions of the RI 
NGSA for their current grade level, unless:
ÅStudent participates in the alternate assessment (DLM) per the Special 

Education Census and IEP or 504 plan

ÅStudent has an approved medical exemption from RIDE

ÅStudents may use assessment accommodations indicated in their IEP or 
504 plan, or EL accommodations indicated in documentation

ÅIn order to be considered a participant, a student must answer at least 
one item in a session.
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Student Registration
ÅStudent demographic information is updated in NGSA TIDE via a nightly 

upload by the state. 

ÅChanges made in the state eRIDE registration system will be reflected in 
NGSA TIDE the following day.

ÅStudents must have IEP or 504 plan or LEP status marked in order to be 
assigned accommodations indicated in their IEP or 504 plan or EL 
documentation 

ÅPublic schools must ensure that students in outplacement schools are 
properly coded in eRIDE enrollment census and the Special Education census 
in order for them to be tested.

ÅNote: Homeschool students participating in RI NGSA must have a SASID in 
order to be registered, participate, and receive results. Please also ensure 
they are properly coded in the enrollment census.
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RI NGSA TIDE System

ÅAll user accounts were rolled over and passwords reset in December 2020.
ÅIf you did not receive a password reset email, check your spam folder or use the 
άwŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊέ ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢L59 ƭƻƎ ƛƴ ǇŀƎŜΦ 

ÅAll test coordinators and test administrators must login to change their 
password in the system prior to setting up or starting assessments.
ÅIf you log in on a new device or browser (or clear the cache on a previously-used 

browser) you must enter an emailed code after passing the initial login screen. 

ÅThis step does not occur when you activate your account. 

ÅRI NGSA uses a Single Sign On System: your user name and password for 
TIDE will also be used for all other NGSA systems (e.g., Reporting, DEI).
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TIDE: User Dashboard

Å TIDE User Dashboard is broken up into three columns with tasks that vary depending on user role: 
Å Preparing for Testing 
Å Administering Tests 
Å After Testing 

Å Once logged in, the user can navigate between systems using the dropdown menu in the top left of the site.
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